
DESIGNER SPOTLIGHT
Anthony Thomas Galante

Anthony Thomas Galante, founder of the New York based
eponymous fashion label, has dressed Hollywood stars from
Chrissy Metz to Catherine O’Hara. However, earlier this year,
Anthony added thousands of other highly deserving clients to
his list when he created a PPE resource during the Coronavirus
pandemic.
 
Anthony’s organization, Operation COVID-19 Garment Revival
has raised nearly $27,000 and donated over 13,000 pieces of
non-medical PPE to organizations ranging from hospitals,
daycares, and LGBTQIA+ programs, all while employing out of
work sewers in the fashion industry.
 

DONATE TO THE CAMPAIGN

Q&A with Anthony Thomas Galante

 

How did Operation COVID-19 Garment Revival
get started? What inspired you, and how did
you build it?

I regularly work with a network of freelance sewers for my
fashion label’s custom work, and knew that many of them had
lost their full time jobs. These talents always inspire me because
they are really the unsung heroes of our industry, and I wanted
to get them working again; at the same time, there was a huge
PPE need. It just made sense!

Word quickly spread that I was looking to create a coalition of
sewers to make non-medical PPE, so I started a GoFundMe
page seeking donations for the sewers’ payment, and Operation
COVID-19 Garment Revival was born.

 
What’s the mission of the Operation?

We raise money to employ out-of-work sewers to make non-
medical PPE. We donate the masks, isolation gowns, and scrub
caps that we make to health care professionals and nonpro�ts
who serve our vulnerable communities.

 
 
Tell us about one of the more recent donations.

June was Pride Month, so our initiative was to donate 4,000 face
masks to local LGBTQIA+ organizations including The Okra
Project, Hetrick-Martin Institute and Howard Brown Health.
These projects are very near and dear to my heart – so I wanted
to honor and help the organizations that support the
community.

How did you �nd all the people who donated
fabric and funding?

I went from asking my network on social media for unused
fabric yardage, to emailing every stylist I knew (and many I
didn’t) for help with in-kind garment donations. We were then
introduced to Supima who quickly became a partner and
provided a steady stream of yardage for us to use. Our
GoFundMe has been shared via email, Facebook, and more.
We’ve done great work, but still need funding to reach our goal
and pay the sewers for their work!

 
 

How did you connect with CFDA member and
fashion designer Mara Hoffman?

The power of Instagram is real! I DM'd Mara – and within a
week, the company had agreed to donate around 400 yards of
surplus fabric. It highlighted the generosity of our local NY
brands, regardless of how large their operations are.

When you aren’t doing incredible things to �ght COVID-19, you’re a fashion designer!
Tell us about your Fall 2020 inspiration.

Yes! Colorful, playful and re�ned were the words I kept front of mind...
I was inspired by artists Mark Rothko and Yves Klein and their use of bold and saturated colors.

 
How did this translate into your collection?

I created a lot of tailored sportswear in burnt orange satin faille and cobalt blue satin...and mini-dresses in a carmine red and a deep
burgundy leather. I also wanted to use a unique and bold houndstooth jacquard for outerwear, and then added some custom hand-
embroidered crystal accents. Yes! Colorful, playful and re�ned were the words I kept front of mind...I was inspired by artists Mark
Rothko and Yves Klein and their use of bold and saturated colors.

photographer: Anna Komarov @anna.komarov
model: Bianca Feliciano @bi.a.f @fordmodels
stylist: Tanner Chap Branson @tannerchap13

hair: Kelly Stobart @kellystobart
make-up: Josh Penning @jp_makeup_services_llc

 
 

Tell us how you ended up working with Chrissy Metz and the legendary Catherine O’Hara!

I want to work with and highlight women I respect and admire. I pinpointed Chrissy, and reached out to her team; her stylist Hayley
Atkin was responsive and after sending sketches, we settled on not one but actually two looks for Chrissy (including This is Us
press, and an Emmy Nomination party in LA).

Catherine is a legend and I have worked with her stylist Andrew Gelwicks on a few projects. I created a double breasted jacket and
straight-legged trouser look, which Catherine wore to the 2020 Art Directors Guild (ADG) Awards. 
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